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and Douglas after him, seem to answer, " Would you
believe a miracle if you saw it? Now we are prepared
to offer evidence, if not as strong, still as convincing,
as ocular demonstration." Thus they escape from
the abstract argument by a controversial method of a
singularly practical, and as it may be called, English
character.

68. It would be well if such writers stopped here,
but it was hardly to be expected. Disputants are always
exposed to the temptation of being over-candid
towards objections which they think they have outrun;
they admit as facts or truths what they have shown
to be irrelevant as arguments. Thus, even were there
nothing of a kindred tone of mind in Hume, who has
assailed the Scripture miracles, and in some of our
friends who have defended them, it might have been
anticipated that the consciousness of possessing an
irresistible weapon in the contest would have led us to
treat the arguments of our opponents with a dangerous
generosity. But, unhappily, there is much in Protes-
tant habits of thought actually to dispose our writers
to defer to a rationalistic principle of reasoning, the
force of which they have managed to evade in the
particular case. Hence, though they are earnest in
their protest against Hume's summary rejection of
all miraculous histories whatever, they make admis-
sions, which only do not directly tell against the prin-
cipal Scripture miracles, and do tell against all others.